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Welcome 
Hello educators and welcome to the Change the Life of a Seal program through the Pacific Marine Mammal 

Center. PMMC is a non profit organization that rescues, rehabilitates, and releases stranded marine mammals 

in Orange County. This program is a service learning project that empowers students by engaging them in 

philanthropy on behalf of the precious recource that is our ocean. Donations raised during the program will go 

to food, water, and medicine for our patients. We thank you for being a part of the Change the Life of a Seal 

program, and hope you and your class have fun participating! This program will run from the beginning of 

school, October 2nd – April 1st.  

 

 

 

Timeline 

This program will start September 1st and end April 1st.  

The timeline has changed because the month of May is so close to the end of school. With this progrmam 

growing we need to change the timeline to ensure that all the prizes can be handed out before school ends. 

Prior to the end of the program I will send out a reminder email to get the last of the donations together so 

that we can get an estimate of how many prizes need to be ordered. This will also allow time to make 

arrangements for drop off/ pick up of prizes and donations. Please be absolutely sure that your donations are 

here at the center by April 1st at the latest.  

Signing up 
When signing up on our website for this program, please note that if two classes combine together, the email 

that is listed at the time of sign up will be the point of contact for the duration of the fundraiser unless we are 

emailed otherwise. Each registered class may have up to 40 students. We must have a direct email for each 

teacher that is the point of contact in order for your class to participate. You will be able to register on our 

website and print a letter to parents for the kids to take home to their family.  

https://www.pacificmmc.org/change-the-life/ 

Donations 
Each year we have many classrooms sign up to support the animals. At the end of the program, our goal is to 

get everyone’s donations calculated as quickly as possible in order to give the kids their prizes before school 

lets out for the summer. To this end, we would like to ask that classrooms submit their earnings via check or 

paper bills when possible and to ensure that all donations are sent in by April 1st. It is greathly appreciated.  

https://www.pacificmmc.org/change-the-life/
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Patient Updates 
We will be providing photos and short educational video clips of past and present patients through the year. This will help 

communicate our patient’s stories to our participants of this program. We will include patients from a past season, if our 

patient count turned out to be exceptionally low for the current season. A low patient count is not a bad thing! When we 

have a low patient count, it means that our Pinniped friends are thriving. We hope providing pictures and short clips will 

enhance the program for the kids. You will get to stay active on the journey our patients take while under our care. I want 

this to motivate the kids to see that their passion can truly make a difference. These videos and photos will be posted on 

the Change the Life of a Seal webpage for easy access!  https://www.pacificmmc.org/change-the-life/ 

 

From the very beginning, your school will be given the story of one of the patients of PMMC. We want to share their 

stories with your students, so they have an idea of how their fundraising efforts will help change the life of a seal. 

Participating classrooms will receive an email containing a PDF, featuring before and after photos of a previous marine 

mammal patient that was able to return home due to donations like your class will be collecting. This is a fun way to 

encourage students with a goal to look froward to, which is the patients recovery.  

Sea the Change Program 

https://www.pacificmmc.org/change-the-life/
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New Prize Thermometer Details & Changes 
This year, we are happy to launch a new prize thermometer to freshen things up for a new year! For the first prize at $50 

on the thermometer, we will be giving students a Change the Life of a Seal patient trading card! This patient card will 

feature the story of one of our marine mammal patients. It will provide the kids with an important reminder of why we ask 

them for their help. Their fundraising efforts will go toward rehabilitating the patients in our care. At the $100 mark, our 

each child will receive a Change the Life of a Seal Poster! At the $250 mark, Pacific Marine Mammal Center will offer a 

pin featuring one of our marine mammal patients! This token allows the kids to display their dedication in a fun way. The 

$500 mark, rewards each of your students with  a Change the Life of a Seal T-shirt! At the $1000 level, your class will 

receive one brick, which will be displayed in our “Pathway for Pinnipeds”, found in PMMC’s visitot yard. When your class 

reaches this exciting level we will contact you with a brick order form where you will create your special inscription. In order 

to accommodate these bricks, we follow a special formatting. The brick order form will allow you to fill out three separate 

lines with 12 characters each, for a total of 36 characters. 

Please keep in mind, spaces and punctuation count as characters. We additionally have clipart available. If you decide to 

include clipart, please be aware that you will have to take four characters away from each line. A big change this year, will 

be to our patient releases. The top ten classes that raise over $1000 will be invited to the release of a PMMC patient being 

sent back to their ocean home! While we have been so fortunate and grateful to have more and more classrooms reaching 

this milestone, we must insure that we do not overburden and stress the animals on their momentous day and risk their 

successful return to the ocean. We are making this change for the safety of our patients. The class with the highest 

donation will receive the honor of naming one of our patients! Please keep in mind, we do name all of our patients upon 

arrival in order to communicate their treatment plan through the rehabilitation process. Once the Animal Care Director 

medically clears a patient, we will change the name to the one that was chosen by the winning class.  
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Be the Change  

The ultimate goal of this program is to promote ocean stewardship and encourage philanthropy. We want the future to be 

full of people who are just as passionate about the environment as they are animals. Our hope is that when the kids 

complete this program, they feel empowered to do anything they set their mind to, and see they are capable of making a 

positive change happen! All funds will be directly aiding in the rehabilitation process of our Pinniped friends.   

Release Guidelines 

While the releases create a fun environment for the kids, our primary concern is the safety and well-being of our 

patients.We create action plans to ensure our patients will feel secure enough to leave their crate and make their journey 

home. With that said, additional guests may not attend the release. This experience should be for the participants of the 

program, so they can see the difference they have made firsthand. We will only be expecting the number of children 

registered with the class, as well as one parent or guardian per child. The city and authorities limit how many people we 

are allowed to invite to our releases. Exeeding that number jeopardizes our future ability to release a that site. In turn hurt 

our chances of making releases part of the Change the Life of a Seal program. We appreciate your assistance in making 

this event a success.  

Release Schedule 

When your class is invited, we will give you details about when and where the release will take place. Each class is given 

one date. We cannot give advance notice as to when a release will take place. Our patiens are rleased as they are 

medically cleared to go home. We are usually only given a weeks notice as that is about how long it takes to secure a 

date with the local authorities and arrange for our patients’ transport home. The release process has a lot of moving parts 

on our end and we have to make sure that everything is in place before we can release any information. We are so grateful 

for the kindness and patience we have received from the classes who have participated in the past. We will do our best 

to give you the most advanced notice that we are able to give. We will be sending out reminders so you are well informed 

that you are on our release list. Releases may extend into summer, we do suggest putting together a contact list of 

parents in your class to forward an email about the release when the time comes. The releases will take place on the 

weekend; usually Sundays. Transportation for students is typically provided by family members to the releases due to 

our events being on the weekend. Releases usually happen between the hours of 7:45AM and 8:30 AM, though it is 

subject to change. If there is a change, you will always be notified. 

Release 
Guidelines 

The patient releases are a 

special time for all of the 

amazing people that are a 

part of the Change the Life of 

a Seal Program. 
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Thank you 

     Change the Life of a Seal is a program meant to inspire its participants and bring communities together through the common 

cause of conservation. We hope that every person involved leaves empowered and even more knowledgeable than when 

they started. This program would not be possible without the dedication of all the teachers who take part in this wonderful 

experience. We thank you for encouraging your students to become ocean stewards and in helping us achieve our mission 

to promote ocean conservation. This program that becomes stronger every year with the passion that each class develops. If 

you need anything during the time of this program please reach out. Thank you all for lending a helping flipper!! 

 

 

 

Kind Regards,  

Mia Giunta 

Pacific Marine Mammal Center | Education Specialist 

 Change the Life of a Seal Coordinator  

20612 Laguna Canyon Road, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

Main: 949:494-3050 | Web: www.pacificmmc.org  

  

http://www.pacificmmc.org/

